Maritime Alps and bounded toward the north by the Argentera Massif. This domain, showing NNW-SSE to N-S fold trends, has been the target of detailed geological survey in the last 15 years by a research group of the Italian National Research Council (Istituto di Geoscienze e Georisorse) and Torino University (Earth Science Department). The related results have been only partly published (Piana et al., 2014; d'Atri et al., in press ). The Col de Braus area is located at the western termination of this domain and will be therefore important in the definition of its western boundary, which is possibly identifiable in the Rocca Serra-Ongrand Thrust (ROT; Guardia, Ivaldi, Dubar, Guglielmi, & Perez, 1996) .
The map is focused on a small area surrounding the Col de Braus pass, which was previously mapped in the Menton-Nice sheet of the Geological Map of France at 1:50,000 (Gèze, Lanteaume, Peyre, & Vernet, 1968) . The large representation scale of the presented map (1:10,000) allowed detailed mapping of geological features, in particular:
-the lateral variations of Lower Cretaceous lithostratigraphic units, particularly significant in this area; -the distribution of laterally discontinuous continental deposits at the base of the Alpine Foreland Basin succession (Microcodium Formation), which were not represented in previous maps; and -the sites with the newly recognized cold-water colonial corals at the top of the Nummulitic Limestone. Sismonda, 1848; Sulzer, 1780) , and has soon become a "classic" locality for the geology of the Maritime Alps (e.g., Boussac, 1912; Caméré, 1877; Demay, 1984; Fallot, 1885; Gignoux & Moret, 1937; Hébert, 1877; Kilian & Reboul, 1908; Lanteaume, 1968; Potier, 1877) . In the past decade, detailed stratigraphic and sedimentological analyses have focused on glaucony-and phosphate-rich Lower Cretaceous condensed deposits (Barale, d'Atri and Martire, 2013; Decarlis & Lualdi, 2008; Pasquini et al., 2004 , and discussion by Parize et al., 2005; Pasquini and Vercesi, 1999) . Different paleontological studies have been dedicated to the fossil-rich Barremian deposits cropping out near Saint Laurent (Bert and Delanoy, 2000; Bert et al., 2006; Delanoy, 1990 Delanoy, , 1992 Delanoy, Magnin, Selebran, & Selebran, 1991) . The Upper Cretaceous succession of the Col de Braus section was also the subject of detailed biostratigraphic analyses ofplanktonic foraminifera and calcareous nannofossils (Conard, 1978; Conard & Manivit, 1979) , palynofacies (Götz, Feist-Burkhardt, & Ruckwied, 2008) , and ammonites (Thomel, 1992) .
Methods
The geological map is drawn at 1:10,000 scale and covers an area of approximately 32 km 2 . Data were collected through original fieldwork, stored in a GIS database (Coordinate system: NTF (Paris)/Lambert zone II extended) and represented on a vector topographic map, which has been completely redrawn on the SCAN 25
Structural setting
The main structural feature of the mapped area is the SW-vergent Rocca Serra-Ongrand Thrust (ROT; Guardia et al., 1996) also known as Rocca Serra-Touët de l'Escarène Thrust (Bulard et al., 1975) . This is a NW-SE-striking, low-angle reverse fault, characterized by a metre-thick shear zone with intense cataclastic deformation, which in the study area runs almost entirely within the Upper Cretaceous succession and has scarce morphological evidence. The ROT crosses the whole map area, dividing it in two structural domains. Its footwall domain is deformed by hectometre-to kilometre-scale, On the western limb of this syncline, just above the ROT, the Jurassic-Lower Cretaceous TET sense of shearing (Figure 2(a) ). Toward the north (Roccaniera), the TET evolves as a faulted anticline with a highly inclined axial surface and hectometre-scale slices of Jurassic-Lower Cretaceous succession in its core (see section A-A' in the Map), whereas toward the south it merges in the ROT.
Stratigraphy
The description of lithostratigraphic units focuses oneasily observable field characters, i.e. lithology and macrofossil content. References given beside unit names refer to the age attribution, whereas unit descriptions, if not otherwise specified, are based on original data fully reported in Barale (2010) .
Jurassic succession
It consists of a 300-metres-thick carbonate platform succession, mainly cropping out in the Ruisseau de Redebraus valley, downstream of Saint Laurent. (Bajocian-Bathonian; Gèze et al., 1968) Medium-to thick-bedded limestones (packstones/grainstones and rudstones with oncoids, ooids, bioclasts and intraclasts), locally showing a selective dolomitization of the matrix (Figure 2(b) ), alternating with medium-to coarsely-crystalline dolostone beds (shallowwater carbonate platform deposits). In the study area, only the uppermost part of this unit crops out (about 20 m thick, referred to the Bathonian; Decarlis, 2005), due to its basal truncation by the TET. (Callovian; Dardeau, 1983) Light brown to beige, medium-to coarsely-crystalline dolostones (locally sucrosic),, in decimetre-thick beds; no fossils or internal structures are preserved (carbonate platform (middle-late Oxfordian; Dardeau & Thierry, 1976) Brown to dark grey, thin-to medium-bedded limestones (bioclastic mudstones to wackestones and minor bioclastic packstones), with belemnites, crinoids, bivalves, gastropods, ammonites, solitary corals, and benthonic foraminifera (outer open-platform deposits). Thickness: 40-50 m. (Kimmeridgian-Tithonian p.p.; Dardeau & Thierry, 1976) Light brown, massive limestones (bioclastic wackestones to packstones and grainstones, bioclastic rudstones), showing a grey colour on weathered surfaces. Abundant reddishbrown chert nodules, disposed in decimetre-spaced layers, give the rock a bedded appearance. Open-platform deposits. Thickness: 70-80 m. 5.1.5. Tithonian limestones (Tithonian p.p.-early Berriasian p.p.; Dardeau & Thierry, 1976) Light-grey massive limestones, consisting of bioclastic-oncoidal-ooidal packstones, grainstones and rudstones, locally passing to coral boundstones. The abundant fossil content consists of nerineid gastropods, thick-shelled bivalves, corals, echinoderm fragments, calcareous red and green algae, benthic foraminifera. The uppermost metres are mainly composed of crinoid-rich grainstones. At the top of the unit, a decimetre-thick conglomerate bed with rounded, centimetre-sized reddish intraclasts in a Fe-oxide-rich packstone matrix with millimetre-sized authigenic quartz crystals, is probably referable to an emersion episode. Shallow-water carbonate platform deposits. Thickness: 80 m. Barale, 2010; Delanoy, 1992) This unit rests on a mineralized hard ground (HG1) developed on top of the underlying Cime de la Graye Limestone.The hard ground, locally encrusted by serpulids and In the northwestern sector (Clarissia, Roccaniera), HG2 is followed by a condensed Thomel & Lanteaume, 1967; Thomel, 1992) In the western sector, this unit starts with a 8-10-metre-thick alternation of glaucony-rich dark marls and marly limestones, with ammonites (Lithancylus sp.) and nautiloids (Figure 4(c) ), Schloembachia sp.), echinoids (Protocardiaster sp., Camerogalerus sp.), brachiopods, belemnites, bivalves, and lamniform selachian teeth (Figure 4(d) ). This bed marks the drowning of the shelf. Saint Laurent Marl (early Cenomanian p.p.-late Cenomanian; Conard, 1978; Thomel, 1992) Gray, clayey-silty marls, with decimetre-thick marly limestone interbeds whose thickness and frequency increase toward the top of the unit. 
Middle Jurassic limestones

Callovian dolostones
Kimmeridgian limestones
Upper Cretaceous succession
Mont Auri Limestone (Turonian-late Coniacian p.p.; Conard & Manivit, 1979)
Marly limestones (planktonic-foraminifera mudstones and wackestones) with thin marl interbeds, passing toward the top to medium-bedded limestones (bioclastic wackestones and packstones), with echinoids (Micraster sp., Holaster sp.) and bivalves (Inoceramus sp.). In the upper part, grey-coloured chert nodules, and thin-to medium-bedded resedimented glauconitic lithoarenites and hybrid glauconitic arenites are present. These beds have an erosional base, locally followed by imbricated clay chips or by a centimetrethick lag consisting of Inoceramus fragments, and show normal grading and parallel lamination. Thickness: 300 m. 
Caire de Braus Marl (late
Alpine Foreland Basin Succession
It is represented in the study area by the Microcodium Formation, the Nummulitic 
Quaternary deposits
The detailed study of Quaternary deposits is out of the scope of this work, therefore they will be only listed as they appear on the map. They have been subdivided into five large groups: anthropic deposits; undifferentiated alluvial deposits; slope and talus debris; cemented talus breccias; landslide accumulations.
Lucéram arsenic mine
At Roccaniera, near Lucéram, an arsenic mineralization was exploited during the XIXearly XX centuries (Caméré, 1877; Lacroix, 1897; Orcel, 1918) . The mineralization affects the Grès Verts and the lower part of the Saint Laurent Marl and consists of decimetrethick, nearly bed-parallel veins, filled-up by calcite, orpiment, realgar, barite and fluorite (Féraud, 1970) . It also yelded specimens of talmessite, a rare arsenate mineral (Mari & Mari, 1982) .
Conclusions
The 1:10,000 Geological Map of the Col de Braus area gives a detailed representation of a sector of great scientific relevance, which also represents a historical locality for SE France geology. This map constitutes a useful complementary document to address specific features regarding both stratigraphic and structural issues of lively geological interest, namely:
-the stratigraphy and sedimentology of Lower Cretaceous condensed deposits, which have been the focus of various publications in the last years (e.g., Barale et al., 2013; Decarlis & Lualdi, 2008; Pasquini et al., 2004) -the structural setting of an area located at the western termination of a large structural domain, extending across the Ligurian and the Maritime Alps, which has been the object of a pluriannual detailed work of structural and stratigraphic analysis.
Software
The compilation of the geological map, including the preparation of the topographic base, was done using QuantumGis 2.0 Dufour. The final layout of the map, the geologic sections, the tectonic sketch map, and the figures have been prepared and assembled using ACD 
